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Writing an Integrative Chapter 
Use these tips for writing the integrative/synthesis chapter or final Discussion/Conclusion of a 
thesis/dissertation that incorporates your published or submitted research papers (known as an 
integrative or a combination thesis, or a thesis by publication).* If you have any questions or require 
language or publishing support, please email global@edanzgroup.com. 
 

Feature  Practical tips 
Present a clear storyline 
and message 

� Order the works in a logical order 
� Highlight features that are the “characters” of the story 
� Present a clear progression and overall argument (eg, how a 

method was improved, how a model was refined, how different 
mechanisms were tested) 

Unify the different works � Explain links between the works and their findings, especially how 
different approaches/angles complement each other (eg, 
consistency or “triangulation” of data from quantitative and 
qualitative papers) 

� Explain your motivation for each work and overall motivation; 
explain common assumptions 

� Give theoretical or practical reasons for the different 
aims/approaches of the studies; ensure the reasons are 
consistent and not contradictory 

� Use flowcharts and diagrams to summarize and link the works if 
needed 

Include your personal 
narrative 

� Explain your role in each work and how you contributed to the 
storyline and achievements 

� Use your own words and don’t copy/paste text (unless quoting); 
cite/identify each study and give page numbers from your thesis 

� Evaluate each work with fresh eyes (both strengths and 
weaknesses) 

Highlight the importance 
of your past works 

� Discuss how your work adds to the literature 
� Discuss how your work differs from the rest of the literature 
� Highlight new knowledge and theoretical/practical/ 

policy/research implications 
Highlight the overall 
relevance of your works 

� Make sure the discussion of each work is relevant to the stated 
problem/s and aim/s in your thesis 

� Repeat key variable names and keep terms/concepts consistent 
� Discuss the overall contribution of the works to your thesis and to 

finding a solution to the stated problem 
 

* Remember to secure appropriate copyright permissions and check your institution’s guidelines on 
1. What and how different types of previously submitted or published work are allowed and the conditions involved.  
2. Deadlines for submitting a combination/integrative thesis, or applying to revert to a conventional thesis. 
3. Declarations needed for what your contribution was in each of the works, including any declarations from previous 
coauthors. 
4. Any requirements or expectations for the content of the integrative chapter, such as key information, style, and word 
count (also, read some combination/integrative theses from your institution); there may also need to be an extended 
introduction to introduce the works and direct mention of the past works may be needed in the abstract. 
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